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Heart of Our Mother and Queen 


Here is a booklet with a vital message for our times, which should be read 
and spread far and wide, to help Our Lady obtain the fulfilment of her urgent 
requests at Fatima. The key to a restoration of world order and peace is de- 
votion to her Immaculate Heart—here beautifully explained, and supplemented 
with appropriate prayers. If you want to do something special spEcIAL for 
Mary during this month dedicated to her Immaculate Heart (or any month) 
order some of these booklets and distribute them among your friends and 
acquaintances, or leave a copy here and there for someone to pick up and 
read. Its bright attractive cover also makes it a suitable gift for anyone at any 
time. 64 pages. 15¢ a copy. Reduction on 50 or more. 


“To Philomena Nothing Is Refused” 


Our “‘St. Philomena Devotional Package”’ is a fine way of honor- 
ing this powerful saint, whose feast is kept on August I Ith. It makes 
an appreciated gift for all occasions. The package includes: booklet, 
chaplet, cord, medal and leaflet with picture. Only $1.00 postpaid. 


SI GI ctnicssctnnsnsccncpnsicanctstinmacainduen 30¢ 

IE SIND io cisecctecensicnccuciccveqeatomeanneen 40¢ 

RII <ac.5 nascicisencccahiicacindibainesssaipenihiiaabanbeaealbioaanaian a 15¢ 

IEE SII: 5. isctanssdensnadiaebhacinssctndaeninen 100 for 50¢ 
Holy Picture with Prayer on reverse ...... 100 for $1.00 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


“Ohink it Over! 


Is God Calling You To Serve Him As a Brother? 
LAY BROTHERS are the members of a religious community of 


men who take care of the domestic tasks and crafts of the monastery. 
Their vocation requires a spirit of humility and self-sacrifice, but offers 
great possibilities of sanctification, as may be seen in the lives of Blessed 
Martin de Porres, Brother Andre, and Brother Meinrad. Their lives 
are consecrated to God, their hands are busy with tasks that redound 
to His glory, their hearts are fixed serenely on eternity. Any devout 
young man with good health who wishes to dedicate his life and talents 
to God as a Benedictine Brother is invited to correspond with: 











Rev. Brother Instructor, Conception Monastery, 
Conception, Missouri 
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No two souls were ever so closely bound together in love as were Mary and her 
Divine Son. Our love of Mary must take us—as it did St. Alphonsus Liguori and 
his spiritual sons—to the God whose Masterpiece she is, and so to the Blessed 
Sacrament where God abides with us. 














Singular Vessel of Devotion 


HEN we think of the Heart of Mary it is as of some- 
thing spotlessly pure and radiant—“the unspotted 
mirror of God’s Majesty and the image of His good- 
ness.” Holy Scripture calls Mary “fair as the moon, 

bright as the sun, a garden enclosed, a sealed-up fountain.” The 
earliest form of devotion to the Heart of Mary was devotion to 
her pierced Heart—pierced by the sword of sorrow which was 
foretold to her by Simeon amid the ineffable joys of Bethlehem 
when she carried Jesus as an infant of forty days to be pre- 
sented to God in the temple of Jerusalem. 


Today we sometimes use the term “Heart of Mary” to ex- 
press the thought that Mary is the “Singular Vessel of Devo- 
tion” wherein our own paltry and imperfect acts and desires 
are made less unworthy of God’s acceptance by being offered 
in and through the Heart of Mary. Devotion to the Heart of 
Mary is certainly wondrously helpful in bringing souls nearer 
to the Heart of Jesus, and in extending His reign in hearts and 
homes. Let us see how devotion to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary does this. 

Jesus, when dying, gave His Mother to us to be our Mother 
and Model, the Mediatrix and Dispensatrix of the graces won by 
Him, with her co-operation, in the bloody Sacrifice of Calvary 
as well as throughout His life. Holy Church has not yet de- 
clared it a dogma, but she favors and encourages the teaching 
that all the graces won by Jesus are applied to souls through the 
mediation of His Mother. In the Litany of the Blessed Virgin, 
our Blessed Mother is called “Mother of Divine Grace,” echo- 
ing the salutation of Gabriel: “Hail, full of grace!” and pro- 
claiming that it is through Mary that the children of Divine 
love grow in grace. The Fathers of the Church teach that she 
is Mother of Divine Grace in order that she may form Christ 
spiritually in our hearts, even as she formed His Body in her 
sacred womb. How much, then, may we not hope to obtain 
through her powerful intercession if we but ask her to obtain for 
us the grace to grow in likeness to her and her Divine Son! 


All the mysteries of the Church have their particular effi- 
cacy, which is unfolded and set before us as the year rolls 
through the calendar months. It is the wish of Mother Church 
that during this month the Immaculate Heart of Mary should 
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be for us the well-spring of fervent union with God. Prayerfully 
and thoughtfully studying the Heart of Mary, we shall learn to 
imitate her purity and detachment from the things of ephemeral 
worth, so as to increase in sanctity and in the Christian virtues. 


The joys of Mary’s Heart were ineffable, but ineffable too 
were her sorrows, and sometimes it is only as the Mother of 
Sorrows that she wins our hearts; that is to say, our love. 
Mary’s sorrows emptied and deepened the Spiritual Vessel of 
her Heart; it is for this 
reason too that God 
sends sorrow to every 
soul, that the heart being 
emptied of the false 
goods of this world, it 
may be filled and re-filled 
with the supernal goods 
that last unto eternal 
glory. 

Today the Heart of 
Mary rejoices in heaven, 
vibrating in union with 
the Heart of Jesus in His 
triumphs and in the soli- 
citude with which He in- 
tercedes before the throne 
of God for souls. It is 
right and just that we 
should cherish a most 
tender devotion to this 
most loving, most merci- 
ful and most benign Im- 
maculate Heart. After 
the Heart of Jesus, it is the most perfect, the most compassion- 
ate, the most devoted and loving of hearts, keenly alive to all 
that concerns the glory of God and the honor of her Divine Son, 
and therefore most tenderly sympathetic with her children who 
are still in exile in this valley of tears, still striving for the great 
victory which will bring them to their eternal goal, union with 
those Sacred Hearts in heaven. 


When we feel depressed with the thought of sin, and of our 
own sins in particular, depressed by our own weaknesses and 
failings, let us turn our thoughts to the Immaculate Heart of 
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Mary. There, at least, God was never disappointed. There, at 
least, He is and has always been worthily praised. Like little 
children who wish to make a present to their father, but hav- 
ing nothing of their own to give, go to their mother and offer 
what she gives them as if it were their own, let us go to Mary 
and ask her to give us her merits to offer in place of our de- 
merits. All mothers like to be asked by their little ones for 
what they need, and Mary is of all mothers the most motherly 
and loving. She will gather us up, as it were, in her arms and 
clasp us to her bosom, presenting us and our poor virtues to her 
Divine Son in union with her own that are so pleasing to Him. 


There is one other aspect of devotion to the Immaculate 
Heart, however, which we must not overlook. True love and 
true devotion imply imitation. We learn from Mary’s own holy 
words how we should act towards God. The wonderful dialogue 
with the Angel Gabriel shows us how we must surrender our- 
selves wholly to the will of God, for'to do the will of God is the 
one thing necessary in life. Then, like Mary, we must ever be 
ready to be the handmaid, the servant of God. This conversa- 
tion manifests too in clearest light Mary’s sublime purity and 
humility, which we must also imitate. In the Heart of Mary we 
shall learn how to be loyal and obedient to the will of God at all 
times, and to recognize our own place in God’s plan for the 
establishment and growth of His everlasting Kingdom. 


The Gospel recounts for us also Mary’s Canticle of Praise, 
the Magnificat. Her Heart overflowed with love and gratitude 
at the astounding miracle that had been worked within her. 
If we read the Magnificat carefully, we shall see that it con- 
tains two main themes. In the first verses, Mary tells us of her- 
self: the joy of her Heart at the great things God has done for 
her, to whom she renders humble thanks and praise. In the last 
few verses, her thoughts no longer center on her personal graces, 
but her Heart is aglow with the knowledge that she is the 
Woman who will crush the head of the serpent, according to the 
promise made to Adam, and that in her Blessed Child, all proph- 
ecies shall be fulfilled. She understands that she is the royal 
Maiden who passes on intact to her Divine Son the inheritance 
of David; the Virgin Mother through whose instrumentality God 
“hath received Israel, His servant” back to His grace and favor, 
making His chosen people co-heirs with Jesus of His heavenly 
kingdom. Her Heart, enlightened by the Holy Ghost, looks 
forward as well as backward; she knows that until time is no 
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more God “will be mindful of His mercy, as He spoke to our 
fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.” 

We hear Mary speak again at the wedding feast of Cana, 
and her words tell us that her loving Heart takes note of all our 
needs even before we are conscious of them ourselves, and lays 
them before Jesus. If we would live according to the Heart of 
Mary, we must practice a similar charity to those around us. 
Mary has left us this example as her last wish and counsel. Holy 
Church applies to Mary the inspired words of the Holy Ghost: 
“They who work by me shall not sin.” Living heart to heart 
with Mary, we shall quickly grow like her Divine Son, and this 
is all that God asks of us. Let this be the grace we pray for 
when we venerate the Heart of Mary, and when we use the var- 
ious ejaculations in her honor, such as this one which she has 
herself taught: Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us now and 
at the hour of our death! 


Through Her Heart 


AINT PETER, in his explanation of the cure of the 
man born blind, made the statement that salvation is 
to be found only in the Name of Jesus. “For there is no 
other name given to men under heaven by which we must 

be saved’”’(Acts 4:12). Another Scripture text tells us that in 
Him is plentiful and merciful redemption. (Ps. 129.) For this 
reason non-Catholics sometimes question our devotion to the 
saints, and above all, to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Their hesita- 
tion can only arise from their failure to understand that all 
Catholic devotions, all liturgical feasts, are in fact Christ-cen- 
tered. Devotion to the Heart of Mary, which is the key-devotion 
of the month of August, must also be the expression of this sub- 
lime truth. Every Catholic understands that Mary’s excellence 
and dignity derive from her role as the sinless Mother of Christ 
and Co-Redemptrix with Him on Mount Calvary. All devotion 
to Mary must be a way to Jesus, a means of personal sanctifica- 
tion that will fashion in the soul the individual features of the 
moral and Divine life of Christ. Devotion to Mary’s Immaculate 
Heart must necessarily lead to a more penetrating, a more in- 
tense love of her Divine Son: 

In his Encyclical on the Sacred Heart, Pope Pius XII has 
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this to say of devotion to the Heart of Mary: “But if from their 
devotion to the august Heart of Jesus, riches more abundant are 
to be poured out upon the family of Christians, and indeed upon 
the entire human race, then the faithful must see to it that to 
this devotion of theirs is linked indissolubly devotion to the Im- 
maculate Heart of the Mother of God. For in the eternal will 
of God, the Blessed Virgin Mary has been joined indissolubly to 
Christ in the accomplishment of man’s Redemption, in such a 
way that our salvation has proceeded from the charity of Christ 
and His bitter sufferings, together with the love and sorrows of 
His Mother, most intimately associated thereto. This being so, 
it is altogether fitting that the Christian people, who have re- 
ceived the Divine life of grace from Christ through Mary, 
should, after paying their rightful homage to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, also render to the loving Heart of their Heavenly 
Mother the corresponding debt of filial loyalty, love, gratitude 
and reparation. Entirely in keeping with the above-mentioned 
disposition of God’s most sweet and wise Providence is the mem- 
orable form of Consecration by which We Ourselves solemnly 
dedicated Holy Church and the whole world to the sinless Heart 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.” 

Another form of Conscration which admirably fosters a per- 
fect and true devotion to the Heart of Mary is that taught by 
St. Louis De Montfort. The fundamental principle of true de- 
votion to Mary, as explained by the saint, consists in the entire 
consecration of oneself to the Blessed Mother of God, and, 
through her, to her Son. St. Louis De Montfort insisted con- 
stantly that in Mary, and through Mary, and by Mary we should 
draw near to Jesus; that by her hands we should offer up our 
whole selves, body and soul, all we are and all we have, to our 
Divine King and Saviour; so that, by her and in her, we might 
approach most nearly, most surely, and most easily to Him. 

We all admit this truth, but how much or how little does it 
affect our daily spiritual life? We can give here only a brief 
sketch of the essence of the True Devotion, but it is earnestly 
hoped that those who are as yet unfamiliar with it, will be led to 
study for themselves the teachings of the saint.* 





*An excellent booklet which will give a clear understanding of the 
ideal and practice of True Devotion is To Jesus through Mary, which 
may be obtained from our convent address at 15¢ per copy. Reduction 
on 50 or more. Postage extra. 

Also recommended is: Heart of Our Mother and Queen, 15¢ per 
copy, which treats of devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
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The end and object of this special form of devotion is the to- 
tal surrender of oneself as a “slave of love” to Jesus in and 
through His Mother, Mary. We have, all of us, as Catholics, a 
certain degree of devotion to Our Blessed Mother. But this form 
of devotion asks that we consecrate ourselves wholly to her. That 
Mary herself truly desires this is evident from her express request 
at Fatima for Consecration to her Immaculate Heart. 

It is through Mary that Jesus came to us, St. De Montfort 
reasons, and it is therefore through her that we must go to Him. 
For is it not reasonable to suppose that we shall find Him the 
more quickly and the more certainly if we approach Him by the 
very path which He Himself trod in coming to us? Mary is no 
less necessary to the redeemed than she was to the Redeemer. 
As through her our salvation began, so through her God is 
pleased to bestow on us all the graces necessary for our salva- 
tion. 

But someone will ask: “What is implied by an entire con- 
secration of oneself to Mary?” St. De Montfort answers: “This 
devotion consists in giving ourselves entirely and altogether to 
Our Lady as slaves, in order to belong entirely and altogether to 
Jesus by her.” There is nothing among men that makes a per- 
son belong so absolutely to another as to be his slave. There is 
nothing among Christians which makes a person belong more 
absolutely to Christ and His holy Mother'than the slavery of 
the will, according to the example of Our Lord Himself, who 
took on Himself “the form of a slave for love of us.” St. De 
Montfort recommended the following Act of Consecration, 
which mentions in detail the specific offering or consecration 
made in this devotion. 


O Mary, my gracious and immaculate Mistress, how happy 
am I to be thy loving servant. I consecrate and give thee my 
body and my soul, my exterior and interior, natural and super- 
natural goods, my past, present and future possessions. I de- 
sire to gain all the indulgences I can gain, and I give them all 
to thee. 


O Mary, my dearest Mother, I renounce my own will, my 
sins, my inclinations and designs. I fly to thee; I cast myself 
into Thy Heart, all burning with love, my Divine mould. I hide 
and lose myself therein, in order to pray, to act, and to suffer 
always through thee, with thee, in thee and for thee, for the 
greater honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 


By this devotion, then, it is clear that we give to the Sacred 
Heart in the most perfect manner—since it is through Mary’s 
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hands—all we can give Him: Here everything is given and con- 
secrated to Him, even the right of disposing of our interior goods 
and of the satisfaction which we gain by our good works daily. 
This is more than is done even in a religious order by the vows. 
We consecrate to Him the value of all our actions. We give Him, 
without reserve, all our thoughts, words, actions and sufferings. 
Whatever we do after this Consecration is done by virtue of our 
offering. It is done for Jesus through Mary, and has immense 
value in the sight of God. 


The Holy Eucharist — Our All 


Sermon by Rev. James Lyons, at the Corpus Christi Services 
at our Kansas City Sanctuary. 


some of our American Negro Spirituals. A rather synco- 

pated version of one of these sings of the Three Children 

from the land of Israel: : seoer Misach and Abdenago. 
Their story as we know from Holy-Scripture is that, in the land 
of the great King Nabuchodonosor, ‘they refused to bow down 
and adore the golden statue as was commanded them; and they 
were therefore cast into the fiery furnace, kindled with pitch and 
tar and brimstone. But by the power of God they were pre- 
served, so that not a hair of their heads was singed. And then as 
with one mouth they began to praise God and they called upon 
all the creatures of God to praise Him and bless Him. “Bless ye 
the Lord,” they sang. “All ye works of the Lord, praise Him and 
give Him due glory forever.” 'They sang to the sun and moon 
and stars, to the rivers and theoceans and the mountains, to the 
beasts and the fishes. They sang to all creatures, that they must 
glorify God. And finally they said, “Bless ye the Lord, O ye 
sons of men!” 

The important truth is that all these inanimate works of 
nature must give glory to God by the very fact that they are 
what they are: God’s glorious creatures. The Grand Canyon 
gives glory to God; so do the Swiss Alps and our own Missouri 
Ozarks, because anyone with an eye to see can see something of 
God’s glory through them. But in the human creature there is 
the ability, the opportunity, not to fulfil what he must fulfil to 
be what he ought to be. It is quite possible for the human being 
not to give this due glory to God. And this is in a way strange, 
because, of all earthly creation, man is obviously the most glori- 
ous of creatures arid of all creation he is closest to God. 


S OMETHING of the glory of God is expressed simply in 
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Human beings were made to the image and likeness of God, 
and God loves them. He has even restored them. God loves 
them! They ought to love Him! God is their Father! They 
ought to be His children! God gives them everything that they 
are, and everything that they should have for happiness, and 
they ought therefore to make a thanksgiving—a giving in return 
for what they have received. This is, of course, the great mys- 
tery, the great puzzlement. How can it be that mere creatures, 
so far from God, so beneath Him, can affect Him in any way? 
He who is full of glory from all eternity, how is it that He ex- 
pects and demands from His creation that response and that 
giving? I think it would be obvious that nothing can be done by 
the creature himself. There is too much of a gap, too much of 
a wondrous difference between the human and God. Yet there 
must be and there is a way. The way is the way of grace, and 
particularly the way of the EUCHARIST. 

There was a time when nothing on earth gave glory to God, 
because everything was sunk in degradation, and, in a sense, in 
the power of the devil. There was no love, no spiritual uplift. 
But there came on this earth a man who was not merely a man; 
one who was willing to pour himself out so that he might take 
up humanity. He was Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who came 
to do the Will of His Father who sent Him. He came to glorify 
the Father who is in heaven. 

Everything that He did, every bit of His Being, from the 
first moment of His conception, made it possible for the rest of 
us poor creatures to begin to do what we must do. For Jesus 
Christ, in His perfect act of the Eucharist—of THANKSGIV- 
ING, responded fully to the call of His Father, to the call of the 
Heavenly Father to all earthly creatures, to all His children. 
And He made it possible for us to join in His response and His 
thanksgiving. 

You know it is true that God makes a general, universal 
call to all His earthly children. He does want them. Now, when 
a mother calls her child, she expects that he will answer, will 
respond and come to her. And when the child does respond, he 
is giving honor, he is, in a sense, glorifying his mother because 
he is acting as he ought to act. God would expect of us that 
we respond as we ought to respond. And here is the great thing. 
There is only one way for us to join up all the little acts, all the 
thoughts, all the sufferings, all the things that press upon us, 
and thus gather up everything in one act and give 
everything to God. Of course, I am referring to Christ’s act of 
the Eucharist. There is no other way for any human being to 
give adequate glory to God. . Now it has been done perfectly, 
and it is possible for us to join in. I would say that most of us 
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do not reflect on our part in the Eucharist. We know that the 
Eucharist means the Mass. We know that the word itself means 
“thanksgiving.” We know that Christ is the great Actor, and 
that the priest of the Church has this power of Christ within 
him as he stands at the altar. 

We know that the Eucharist also means Holy Communion 
—our receiving Him. We know that it is better—at least we 
are told it is better—that we take some kind of active part, at 
least by following the words of the missal. But may I suggest 
this: that unless you go to Mass with the idea of giving yourself, 
unless you receive Holy Communion, thinking “Now, I am not 
first in this gift. The first gift must be ME to GOD.” We must 
remember that if we think only of the great things that I just 
mentioned, of Christ and the priest, and the Church, and the 
missal, we might lose the most important effect intended by 
Christ. He intended, by His whole life, by His whole work, tied 
up in the act of the Eucharist, that ALL PEOPLE might join 
with Him in this ONE, INFINITE, PERFECT RESPONSE 
TO THE FATHER—the response of thanksgiving. 

When you receive Holy Communion, do not think that 
Christ has come to you only to bring you to God. This is not 
the end. It is the beginning. When you go to Mass, take part 
in the Sacrifice, think that unless you actively offer yourself, you 
are losing the first and primary part that Christ gave you the 
opportunity to take. 

The mystery of this Eucharist, which we all know so little 
about, is intrinsically, intimately tied together with another 
great mystery that we know so little of. It is the mystery of 
vocation. And I am thinking now not of this general calling 
with which we all are called, but, for example, the religious vo- 
cation. We know that the religious vocation is a special gift, a 
special grace that is not given to everyone. We know that it is 
a matter of choosing. God offers to some favored few the invita- 
tion, or the special calling of returning to Him in an extraor- 
dinary way. He wants them to be very close to Him. Now, 
if you should ask any religious Sister, or Brother, or any Priest, 
what is the one thing most significant and most essential in his 
life, I think I could guarantee that he must answer: “It is the 
MASS!” 

The Mass must be the indispensable source of all Christian 
life, and especially for those who are very close to God. They 
kriow that the whole tenor of their life is that they give them- 
selves. They have to have this way of giving themselves through 
Christ, with Christ, and in Christ. Through Him, because there 
is no other way. You cannot go back to God by yourself. With 
Him, because through the grace of Baptism, through all the 
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sanctifying graces, you share in Christ’s life; in fact, in a sense, 
you share in His very Sonship of God, and therefore you are the 
adopted child of God. And you do it all in Christ, because all 
of us who are joined to Christ through Baptism and through 
faith, and through the authority of the Supreme Pontiff and 
through His Church, are living in Christ as in a living body. 

I would want to go further. There is a special calling again, 
beyond the religious calling. You know that. God does want 
every one to return to Him in some way. He does not insist 
that it be this way or the other way. But no matter who you 
are or what is your life, you must recognize the fact that you 
need a special way with Christ, through Christ—in Him! And 
again, it is the Mass. If you would ignore anything in the 
Church, if you do not have time for various of the spiritual 
activities, give up the novenas. Don’t say your special prayers. 
But don’t give up the Mass! If it takes some little extra time 
and extra trouble, it is worth it to take the time to receive Our 
Lord in this one act of giving yourself back to your Father. You 
can have no religious way of life without the Mass. 


There was in ancient. times a great man named Samuel, 
who came to be a high priest in the House of the Lord. But 
when he was presented as a young man, and when he lived with 
the high priest, Heli (I am sure you know the story), he was 
awakened one night by a voice calling him: SAMUEL! And he 
went to the high priest and said, “Here I am.” And Heli said, 
“TI did not call you.” It happened a second and a third time, 
and the wise old man, Heli, thought, “This must be a special 
representation of the Lord.” And he told the young man, “The 
nent time answer and say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Thy servant hear- 
et “e ” 

I do believe that among the wonders of our Eucharist, and 
among the effects It must have in our lives, the Eucharist has 
this special reflex effect, as it were. It not only is the Way of 
answering the Lord, of responding to our Father, of gathering 
our whole life in one offering, but It has the special, gracious 
effect of making our ears, ears that can hear. (There are, as 
you will admit, so many hundreds and thousands of things in 
our lives today that make us a little hard of hearing.) So, I 
submit to you that all of us, as Catholics, as children of God, 
have this one great Gift from God. It is the Gift which brings 
us as the Thanksgiving Gift back to our Father who is in heaven. 

' Now, if you will glorify God, do it in the Mass. If you wish 
to love God, this is the way! If you honestly and sincerely feel 
that you want. your life to follow the pattern of goodness and 
peace, and the tranquility of God, bring your life with you—and 
as often as you can—to the Sacrifice on the Altar of ‘our Mass! 


aAucust — 1957 109 











Her Death Was Precious 


the Mother of God, all holy and exempt as she was from 

every slightest stain, should also have been exempt from 

death. But God was pleased that Mary should resemble 

Jesus in all things; and as the Son died, it was becoming that 
the Mother should also die, but by a sweet and happy death. 

There are three things that render death bitter: attachment 

to the world, remorse for sins, and the uncertainty of salvation. 

The death of Mary was entirely free from these three causes of 

bitterness, and was accompanied by three special graces which 

rendered it precious and joyful. She died as she had lived, en- 

tirely detached from the things of this world; she died in the 

most perfect peace; she died in the certainty of eternal glory. 


There can be no doubt that attachment to earthly things 
renders death bitter and miserable to the worldly. But because 
the saints die detached from the things of this world, their death 
is sweet, lovely and precious; that is to say, as St. Bernard re- 
marks, worth purchasing at any price, however great. Like St. 
Francis of Assisi, they find in God alone all their happiness, and 
with him can say: “My God and My All!” 

What soul was ever more detached from earthly goods and 
more closely united to God than the beautiful soul of Mary? 
She was detached from her parents, for at the age of three years, 
when children are most attached to them and stand in greatest 
need of their assistance, Mary left them with the greatest cour- 
age and entered the enclosure of the Temple to attend to God 
alone. She was detached from riches, contenting herself always 
to live poor, and supporting herself with the labor of her hands. 
She was detached from honors, loving an humble and abject life, 
though the honors due to a queen were hers, as she was de- 
scended from the kings of Israel. 


St. John beheld Mary in the symbolic form of a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet. (The words 
of his prophecy form the opening words of the Introit of the 
Mass of the Assumption: “Signum magnum—A great sign ap- 
peared in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet” Apoc. 12:1). Interpreters explain the moon to 
signify the goods of this world, which like the moon are uncer- 
tain and changeable. Mary never set her heart upon these 


1) EATH being the punishment of sin, it would seem that 
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goods, but always trampled them under her feet, living in this 
world as a solitary turtle-dove in a desert, never allowing her 
affection to center itself on any earthly thing. Having lived al- 
ways and in all things detached from the earth, and united to 
God alone, death was not bitter, but on the contrary, very sweet 
and dear to her, since it united her more closely to God in 
heaven by an eternal bond. 

Peace of mind also renders the death of the just precious. 
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Sins committed during life are the worms that so cruelly tor- 
ment the hearts of poor dying sinners about to appear before 
the Divine tribunal. Mary certainly could not be tormented at 
death by any remorse of conscience, for she was always pure and 
always free from the least shade of sin. From the moment of her 
Immaculate Conception she began to love God with all her 
strength, and continued to do so, advancing more and more 
throughout her whole life in love and perfection. All her 
thoughts, desires and affections were of and for God alone; she 
never uttered a word, made a movement, cast a glance, or 
breathed, but for God and His glory; and never departed a step 
or detached herself for a single moment from Divine love. 

All the lovely virtues that she had practised during life sur- 
rounded her blessed bed in the happy hour of her death. Her 
faith so constant; her loving confidence in God; her unconquer- 
able patience in the midst of so many sufferings; her humility 
in the midst of so many privileges; her modesty, her meekness, 
her tender compassion for souls; her insatiable zeal for the glory 
of God, and above all, her most perfect love toward Him, and 
her entire conformity to the Divine will. All accompanied her 
to the throne of God as so many guarantees of heavenly glory, to 
secure her title of Queen of all angels and saints. 


The certainty of eternal salvation renders death sweet and 
desirable. Great indeed is the dread of those who, in doubt of 
their salvation, approach the solemn moment with the well- 
grounded fear of passing into eternal death. On the other hand, 
the joy of the saints is great indeed at the close of life, hoping 
with some security to go to the possession of God in heaven. 
How great, then, must have been the joy felt by the Blessed 
Mother of God at the approach of death, for she had the fullest 
certainty of the possession of Divine grace. And well did she 
know that her heart was continually burning with Divine love; 
so that Bernardine de Bustis (a celebrated theologian) says, 
“Mary, by a singular privilege granted to no other saint, loved 
and was always actually loving God in every moment of her life 
with such ardor that St. Bernard declares it required a con- 
tinued miracle to preserve her life in the midst of such flames.” 

Of Mary it had been asked in the Sacred Canticles: “Who 
is she that goeth up by the desert, as a pillar of smoke or aro- 
matical spices, of myrrh, and frankincense, and all the powders 
of the perfumer?” (Cant. 3:6.) Her entire mortification typified 
by the myrrh, her fervent prayers signified by the incense, and 
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all her holy virtues united to her perfect love for God, kindled 
in her a flame so great that her beautiful soul, wholly devoted 
to and consumed by Divine love, arose continually to God as a 
pillar of smoke, breathing forth on every side a most sweet odor. 

As the loving Virgin lived, so did she die. As Divine love 
gave her life, so did it cause her death; for as the Doctors and 
holy Fathers of the Church generally say, she died of no other 
infirmity than pure love. 

Adapted from the writings of St. Alphonsus Liguori. 

Most Holy Mary, Mother of goodness and mercy, when I 
consider my sins and think of the moment of death, I am filled 
with trembling and confusion. O sweetest Mother, in the Blood 
of Jesus Christ and in thy intercession are all my hopes. O 
Comforter of the afflicted, do not abandon me at that hour; for- 
get not to console me in that great affliction. If at present I am 
so tormented with remorse at the sight of my sins, the uncer- 
tainty of forgiveness, the danger of falling again and the rigor of 
God’s justice, what will become of me at that dread hour? Ah, 
my Lady, before death shall come, do thou obtain for me true 
sorrow for my sins, sincere amendment and fidelity to God for 
the rest of my life. And when at length I come to the hour of 
death, O Mary, my only hope, do thou assist me in the dire tor- 
ments in which I shall then find myself; strengthen me so that I 
may not despair at the sight of my sins, which the devil himself 
will set before me. Obtain for me the grace to call upon thee 
more frequently, so that I may breathe forth my spirit with thy 
sweet name on my lips and the Name of thy dear Son. Thou 
hast imparted this grace to so many of thy devoted children; it 
is the grace that I desire and hope for myself. Amen. 





MARY loves the souls in purgatory because she also has gone through a 
kind of purgatory, a fire of tribulation—not indeed in punishment for sin, for she 
had none,—but that she might have compassion on us and be more fully entitled 
to the name, “Comforter of the Afflicted.” Let us be zealous in the cause of the 
poor souls, and have frequent recourse to the intercession of the Mother of 
Mercy in their behalf. To the prayers we daily address to Our Lady, let us 
add a few Hail Mary's for the dead. Our compassion for these souls will surely 
please our Merciful Mother, and when our own hour comes, she will remember 
us and show herself a true Mother. 





Spiritual Vitamin for August 


O Mary, Mother of grace and Mother of mercy, do thou protect us from 
our enemy, and receive us at the hour of our death. (Ind. of 300 days.) 
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Our Queen in Glory 


August is certainly that of the triumphant closing of Our 

Blessed Mother’s life, when the Catholic world commem- 

orates her glorious Assumption into heaven and her Cor- 
onation as Queen of all the angels and saints. Since the memo- 
rable day of November 1, 1950, when Pope Pius XII solemnly 
defined the dogma of the Assumption, this feast has assumed 
new splendor and is celebrated with even greater joy than in the 
past, if that be possible. With the renowned St. Bernard, we too, 
can say in all truth: “There is nothing that gives me more de- 
light, but neither is there anything that frightens me more than 
to speak of the glory of the Virgin Mary. For neither does our 
devotion allow us to be silent, nor can our sterile thought con- 
ceive, nor our unlearned speech (or writing) give her due glory.” 
So we trust we shall be excused if we borrow some appropriate 
thoughts, to lift up the hearts of our readers, from the excellent 
writings of Abbot Gueranger, who devoted his wonderful talents 
so freely to the explanation of the liturgical feasts. 

“In the eternal decrees,” writes the great Benedictine 
Abbot, “Mary was never separated from Jesus; together with 
Him, she was the type of all created beauty. When the Almighty 
Father prepared the heavens and the earth, His Son, who is His 
Wisdom, was before Him in His future humanity as first exem- 
plar, as measure and number, as starting point, center and sum- 
mit of the work undertaken by the Spirit of Love; but at the 
same time the predestined Mother, the Woman chosen to give 
to the Son of God from her own flesh His quality of Son of Man, 
appeared among mere creatures as the term of all excellence in 
the various orders of nature, of grace, and of glory... 

“The Divine ideal was realized in her whole being, even in 
her body. To form out of nothing a reflection of the Divine 


() NE of the most beautiful spiritual feasts of the month of 
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perfections is the purpose of creation, and a law even of matter. 
Now, next to the face of the most beautiful of the sons of men, 
nothing on earth so well expressed God as the Virgin’s counte- 
nance... No son ever resembled his mother as Jesus did. It 
was the law of nature doubled in Him, since He had no earthly 
father. It is now the delight of the angels to behold in the 
glorified bodies of Jesus and Mary new aspects of eternal beauty. 


“The unspeakable perfection of Mary’s body sprang from 
the union of that body with the most perfect soul that ever was, 
excepting, of course, the soul of Our Lord, her Son. With us, 
the original Fall has broken the harmony that ought to exist 
between the two very different elements of our human being, 
and sometimes even destroyed, the proportions of nature and 
grace. It is very different where the Divine work has not thus 
been vitiated from the beginning. In each blessed spirit of the 
Nine Choirs, the degree of grace is in direct relation to his gifts 
of nature. Exemption from sin allowed the soul of the Immacu- 
late One such absolute sway that it could lead the body of Mary 
to the full extent of its exquisite powers, so that God could raise 
it supernaturally above all the Seraphim even to the steps of His 
own throne. 

“In the Kingdom of grace, as in that of nature, Mary’s super- 
eminence was such as became a Queen. At the first moment of 
her existence in the womb of St. Anne, she was set far above the 
highest mountains (of created sanctity)... Throughout her 
life there was never in Mary the least want of correspondence 
with her preventing graces; so great perfection could not brook 
the least failing, the least interruption, the least delay. From 
the first moment of her glorious conception till her glorious 
death, grace operated in her without hindrance, to the utmost of 
its Divine power. Thus, starting from heights unknown to us, 
and doubling her speed at each stroke of her wings, her power- 
ful flight bore her up to that nearness to God, where our admir- 
ing contemplation follows her on the day of the Assumption. 


“Our Lady is the first-born, the most perfect, the most holy 
of all creatures, and their Queen; but she is all this only because 
she is the Mother of the Son of God. If we wished to prove that 
she alone surpassed all the united subjects of her vast empire, 
we might compare her with men and with angels, in the order 
of nature and of grace. But all comparison is out of question 
if we try to follow her to the inaccessible heights, where, still 
the Handmaid of the Lord, she participates in the eternal re- 


AuGust — 1957 115 











lations which constitute the Blessed Trinity. What mode of 
Divine charity is that by which a creature loves God as her Son? 
Bossuet has this to say: ‘The Divine Son, of whom Mary is 
Mother, belongs to her and to God. She is united with God 
the Father by becoming the Mother of His only-begotten Son, 
who is common to her and the Eternal Father by the manner of 
His conception. But to make her capable of conceiving God, 
the Most High had to overshadow her with His own power— 
that is, to extend to her His own fecundity. In this way Mary 
is associated in the eternal generation. But this God, who willed 
to give her His Son, was obliged also, in order to complete His 
work, to place in her chaste bosom a spark of the love He Him- 
self bears to His only Son, who is the splendor of His glory and 
the living image of His substance. Such is the origin of Mary’s 
love: it springs from an effusion of God’s heart into hers; and 
her love of her Son is given to her from the same source as her 
Son Himself. After this mysterious communication, what can 
human reason say? Who can pretend to understand the union 
of Mary with Jesus Christ? It has in it something of that per- 
fect unity which exists between the Father and the Son... It 
is an overflow of the love of the Father for His only-begotten 
Son.’” (From “The Liturgical Year,” Vol. 13.) 


The Mass for the Assumption of Mary emphasizes the fact 
of her corporal glorification and its necessary connection with 
the two great privileges of Mary: her Immaculate Conception 
and her Divine Maternity. The Gospel is the beautiful and 
familiar Magnificat, Mary’s own song of joyous thanksgiving 
and prophecy, ending with: “He who is mighty has done great 
things for me, and holy is His Name, and His mercy is from 
generation unto generation to them that fear Him.” The com- 
plete text of the new Mass has been carefully chosen to bring out 
Mary’s eminent grace, her complete victory over Satan and the 
enemies of salvation whereby she has deserved her crown. Sig- 
nificantly the Collect asks that ‘we may always be intent on 
higher things and deserve to be partakers of her glory.” The 
Secret teaches us how we shall arrive at this goal by making us 
pray for the strongest force in the battle of salvation... “may 
our hearts be inflamed with the fire of love and continually long 
for Thee.” 


May we see Mary today as “a great Sign” (Introit) in 


heaven and be stirred to a deeper devotion to her, a hope ex- 
pressed by our Holy Father in defining the Assumption. 
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Let Us Tell Our Blessed Mother : 


of Your Needs and Petitions in Our 


ee Wi aia, An pi Fees of 
Mary's (fssumption: 


August 6 — August 14 
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() UR Blessed Mother is the Mediatrix of all graces. True, 

Jesus, our Divine Mediator, always makes intercession for 
us to the Father in heaven, with the unbroken pleading of His 
Holy Wounds. But Mary is our Mediatrix with HIM, and 
it is through her that all graces truly come to us. 

On earth, Jesus employs words and water, oil and balsam, 
wheat and wine, in the sacraments, to apply the redeeming 
graces of His Passion and Precious Blood to us. In heaven, He 
works through His angels and saints, but above all, through 
MARY, Heaven’s Queen and earth’s Mother. And we are justi- 
fied in believing that her power is very great indeed, for if Jesus 
gave to His Apostles “all power in heaven and on earth,” what 
power must He not have entrusted to His QUEEN-MOTHER? 

The instinct of our hearts tells us, as theology reveals to our 
mind, that Mary’s Heart throbs with love not only for her Di- 
vine Son, but also for us, the children of her sorrows, redeemed 
by the Precious Blood of Jesus. And so we know that amid the 
glories and splendors of her Queenship in heaven, she does not 
forget the wants of her children on earth below. We gather 
round her throne then with the confidence that nothing is im- 
possible to her intercession, and we make known our desires to 
her with the assurance that she will take care of everything the 
best possible way. 

Petitions sent to us will be placed on the altar during the 
Novena, and recommended in fervent prayer to Mary’s power- 
ful intercession in each of our five Eucharistic Sanctuaries of 
Perpetual Adoration. 

Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Minin 
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Heart of Gold 


T WAS a bleak November evening, and the damp, chill mists 
| of autumn hung heavily in the streets of the small Belgian 
town of Beauraing as four children stopped at the con- 
vent school for a fifth child, who usually accompanied them 
home. The school, a plain, rather commonplace building, stood 
well back from the street and was separated from it by a lawn 
and some scraggy trees and shrubbery. At one side of the 
grounds was a small Lourdes grotto built against a railroad em- 
bankment. Beyond ran the main road. 


As his hand touched the door bell, Albert, the only boy in 
the group, suddenly noticed a brilliant light on top of the em- 
bankment. Could it be the headlights of an automobile? 
Hardly, in that place. The three girls in the group had also 
noticed and were staring in the same direction. When Gilberte 
answered the bell, she, too, found herself baffled at the strange 
light which seemed to walk back and forth on top of the em- 
bankment. “Look,” cried the keen-eyed Fernande, “there’s a 
lady in the center of the light!” Soon the figure of the lady was 
visible to all the children. A beautiful Lady enclosed in light— 
it must be the Blessed Virgin! When the vision had disappeared 
the children ran home as fast as they could, to tell what they 
had seen. But no one took them seriously. Lights in the mist 
of a November evening? Foolishness! The children, however, 
were not dismayed. The next evening, as was their wont, they 
returned to the convent garden, wondering all the time if the 
Lady would return. 


“T’m a little frightened!” confessed Andree as they neared 
the spot. “So are we!” answered the rest, but they kept on. 
Again they saw the Lady, bathed in the soft, brilliant light, 
walking to and fro on the viaduct, standing for a moment be- 
neath the branches of a hawthorn bush to the left of the gate. 
She was young and beautiful beyond all telling. Small, and 
wearing a white dress with a blue sheen, as if reflecting a sum- 
mer sky, she always smiled, “not only with her mouth, but with 
her whole face,” as the children described it. The hem of her 
dress hid her feet and over her head and shoulders fell a white 
veil. Straight and narrow rays of light made a shining crown 
around her head. Her voice was soft and gentle and she spoke 
their own tongue. Her hands were usually joined in prayer, a 
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rosary hanging over one arm. When she stretched out her arms 
as if to embrace the children, they saw her heart, a heart of glim- 
mering shadowless gold, surrounded with glittering rays. 


And this is how the world came to know the Virgin of the 
Golden Heart, Our Lady of Beauraing. The last century and 
our present one have known apparitions of the compassionate 
Queen of Heaven, who, as the Cure of Ars once put it, “will be 
busy going from one to another of her children till time is no 
more.” She has also been busy trying to win her wayward 
children(and we are all that) to prayer and penance for sin, ap- 
pearing to them in different parts of the world, always with the 
same message: “Pray for sinners. God is much offended. Rep- 
aration is needed.” Every Catholic knows of her appearances 
at Lourdes and Fatima. Perhaps not so many know of those at 
Beauraing, although they occurred as recently as 1932. 


Beauraing, at the time of the apparitions, was a small Bel- 
gian town of some two thousand people. It was a family town, 
where the mothers reared large families of children and the 
fathers worked hard to support them. Not particularly re- 
ligious, it took the startling occurrences of 1932-33 to win the 
town over to the ardent practice of the Faith. It all began on 
the November evening described above. The children were the 
three Voisins: Fernande, 15, Gilberte, 13, and Albert, 11; and 
the two Degeimbres: Andree, 15, and Gilberte, 9. They were 
happy, healthy youngsters of average intelligence, not imagina- 
tive or nervous, and as mischievous as most children of their age. 
Counting that first vision of the Virgin of the Golden Heart on 
the embankment in the convent garden, they saw her thirty- 
three times in all. She always appeared in the evening—some- 
times more than once on the same evening. 

Before long, when word got round, great crowds assembled 
outside the convent grounds to wait for the Lady’s coming. 
The moment of her arrival was easily known, for the five chil- 
dren, who were usually praying the Rosary before the iron gate 
near the hawthorn bush, instantly fell to their knees. Their 
voices took on a new note of deep urgency, and a solemnity 
which the onlookers had never heard before. 

After the first few visions, the children were taken into the 
convent and very strictly questioned by an assembly of doctors, 
lawyers and teachers. They were discouraged from returning to 
the garden, scolded by their parents, tested by the doctors. 
Little by little, though, their perseverance, their candid and per- 
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sistent answers to all questions, the fact that they were ob- 
viously in real ecstasy when seeing the vision, began to convince 
people that the Lady’s appearances were not imagined but 
real. Then cures began to take place at the scene of the ap- 
paritions, and conversions mounted. 


In 1935, the Bishop of Namur set up a Commission to in- 
vestigate the facts of Beauraing. The members of this Com- 
mission probed, studied and prayed for eleven years. In 1942, 
the Bishop received a decree from Rome, approved by the Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII, granting him complete liberty to pro- 
ceed toward canonical recognition of the events at Beauraing. 
In 1943, the Bishop explicitly authorized the public expression 
of devotion to Our Lady of Beauraing. In 1949, he signed an 
episcopal decree recognizing as authentic two miracles worked 
through the intercession of Our Lady of Beauraing and declared: 
“We can now with all prudence affirm that the Queen of Heaven 
really appeared to the children of Beauraing during the winter 
of 1932-33.” 


Today, in response to the Virgin’s request to one of the 
children, an imposing chapel stands beside the hawthorn bush 
where she appeared to them. Beauraing has become one of the 
great shrines of Europe. There are days when 30,000 pilgrims 
pour into the town and there is never a day without a group of 
pilgrims arriving to pray at the foot of the hawthorn bush. 
Sometimes they are joined by one or other of the five privileged 
visionaries, now all married, with children of their own. Those 
still living in Beauraing never fail to say a prayer each day at 
the spot where twenty-five years ago they saw and spoke with 
the Mother of God. Vividly still they recall her words to them: 
“I am the Immaculate Virgin. I am the Mother of God, the 
Queen of Heaven. Pray! pray a great deal, pray always. I shall 
convert sinners! Do you love me? Do you love my Son? Then 
sacrifice yourself for me.” 

It is significant for our times that Our Lady chose to appear 
at Beauraing, which is not a remote, pastoral village like 
Lourdes or Fatima, nor a lonely mountainside like La Salette, 
but a busy industrial town. By this the Mother of God shows 
us that we must find place for her Son and her in our busy, 
active lives. She is not to be imagined as aloof and indifferent 
to our daily needs. No, she is beside us on the noisy streets and 
on the railroad tracks! 

The crowning point of the apparitions at Beauraing, as at 
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Fatima, was her Heart, the Heart of the Mother of God, which 
she showed the children, golden and gleaming, yet with none 
of the hardness of metal, the Heart of the Queen of Heaven, the 
tender, loving Heart of the Mediatrix of all Grace. Only ten 
years after the apparitions at Beauraing, Pope Pius XII con- 
secrated the whole world to Mary’s Immaculate Heart. Surely, 
the little Belgian town, as well as Fatima, had influenced this 
act of homage. 

Perhaps the most consoling message of Beauraing lies in 
Our Lady’s words: “I will convert sinners.” These words are 
spoken with the assurance of royal power and with the compas- 
sion of a mother, a mother to whom no one has ever looked in 
vain. Coupled with her demand for prayer and sacrifice, they 
show us the way to peace. Such is Beauraing. Our Lady with 
a golden Heart, not circled with thorns, not weeping, but smil- 
ing and clothed in majesty, Our Lady with a comforting prom- 
ise. And what Mary promises is fulfilled. 


Black — but Beautiful... 


.\ISTERS working in the African missions are often touched 

to see the workings of grace in the souls of the neophytes. 

A missionary Sister who returned from the Belgian Congo told 
the following little episode as an example: 

A native girl named Julia, who had been recently baptized, 
was helping in the kitchen of the mission. One day the Sister 
noticed that Julia looked very sad and downcast. To her in- 
quiry as to what was the matter, Julia answered: “Nothing, 
dear Sister.” But the Sister insisted: “Then why do you look 
so sad, dear? Is there something weighing on your heart?” 
“Oh,” answered Julia, “I was thinking of Jesus and everything 
He did and suffered for us, and I’m so sorry I can’t do anything 
for Him in return.” “What would you like to do for Him?” 
Sister asked. “Oh, everything I possibly could,” answered 
Julia, “but we Negroes can do so little compared to what you 
white folks do for Him.” 

“And are white people able to do more for God than black 
people?” Sister asked, somewhat amused. “Yes,” she answered, 
“because we are ignorant and poor, and you can do so much 
more for His honor and glory.” Sister explained that God did 
not expect anything extraordinary of her; just her love and her 
fidelity in saying her prayers, and the conscientious fulfilment 
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of her duties. Then a smile lit up her face. “You mean that 
Jesus is really satisfied with me and loves me, poor and ignorant 
as I am?” “Yes, I’m sure He loves you very much.” “Even if 
I can’t go to other countries, like you, and bring many sacrifices 
to help others to know and love Him?” “Yes, I’m sure He does. 
But if God should ask such a sacrifice from you, would you offer 
it?” “Most gladly, Sister.” ‘Well, child, for the present Jesus 
is satisfied with your good will. Only try to love Him still more 
and to serve Him faithfully in what He now asks of you, and 
always be glad to speak of Him to your companions and others 
with whom you come in contact.” 

Thanking the Sister for her encouragement, Julia was off 
with a bound, her face beaming with joy and a song on her lips. 





Alas! Alas! 


“Alas, alas, for those who die without fulfilling their mission, who 
were called to be holy, and lived in sin; who were called to worship 
Christ and who plunged into this giddy and unbelieving world; who 
were called to fight and remained idle. Alas for those who had gifts 
and talents, and have not used, or misused, or abused them! The 
world goes on from age to age but the holy Angels and blessed Saints 
are always crying, alas, alas and woe! woe! over the LOSS OF VOCA- 
TIONS, and the disappointment of hopes, and the scorn of God’s love, 
and the ruin of souls.” (Cardinal Newman) 


Letters with many a sorrowful message find their way from the 
subscribers of ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” to our hands. But it may 
be safely said that the saddest of all these letters are from those who 
have at one time felt the sweet invitation of the Master to become a 
religious, and who have turned a deaf ear to that call of love. Many 
souls who feel a desire to consecrate themselves to God allow them- 
selves to be vanquished by Satan’s most effective weapon against voca- 
tions—DELAY. 


Young ladies who feel that Our Lord may be calling them to the life of a 
Benedictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration are invited to write for information 
to: — Rev. Mother Mary Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





A large wax candle will be burned a day and a 
night before the Blessed Sacrament exposed in one of 
our Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration for an offering 
of 50¢; one week for $3.50; and entire month for 
$12.00. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Thy Kingdom Come! 


First of all, for the Divine Heart of JESUS, the Object 


UGUST 24th will be a day of rejoicing for many hearts. 


and Center of the solemn celebrations which will take 
place on that day at Paray le Monial and elsewhere in 
commemoration of the Golden Jubilee of the Work of the En- 








Pather Mateo at the outset of his Crusade 
for the Reign of the Sacred Heart. 


thronement. Then, for 


the heart of Father 
Mateo, the devoted 
apostle, who fifty years 
ago launched this glo- 
rious Work for the 
Reign of the Sacred 
Heart. After that, for 
his devoted confreres 
and co-workers in his 
own Congregation of 
the Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary, and 
the many others who 
have become  associ- 
ated with the promo- 
tion of this Work 
through the years. And 
last, but by no means 
least, it will be a day 
of rejoicing for the de- 
voted families of the 
Sacred Heart the 
world over—the fami- 
lies who have made 
their homes little king- 
doms of the Sacred 
Heart by the beautiful 


practice of the Enthronement, as well as for the many other 
souls who love and honor the Sacred Heart and rejoice in the 


triumphs of His love. 


Paray le Monial (in France) has been chosen as the place 
of the solemn and official celebration of this anniversary because 
it is the cradle of devotion to the Sacred Heart. First of all, 
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it was there the Sacred Heart communicated to St. Margaret 
Mary Alacoque the wonderful revelations which have become 
the basis of devotion to the Sacred Heart in modern times. Fur- 
thermore, it was at this Sanctuary that Father Mateo was cured 
of a grave illness in 1907, at which time he felt a special call 
to devote his life 
to preaching the 
reign of the King 
of Love in homes. 
Under the leader- 
ship and spiritual 
direction of the 
Rev. Francis Lar- 
kin, SS.CC., the 
National Director 
of the Enthrone- 
ment in the United 
States, a group of 
pilgrims will leave 
New York on 
August 13, going 
first. to the Shrine 
of Our Lady of 
Lourdes and par- 
ticipating in spe- 
cial devotions 
there. Thus the 
traditional and 
beautiful practice 
of going to Jesus 
through Mary 
will be observed. 
Other celebrated 


Pather Mateo as he appears today, at the age of shrines will be 
eighty-two years. He is still engaged in his labor of love. Pigs 
visited enroute to 


Paray. The Jubilee celebrations will commence with a two-day 
retreat, opening in the Chapel of the Apparitions at Paray the 
evening of August 20th. Beginning at midnight that same date, 
an uninterrupted series of Holy Masses will be offered every half 
hour for three days and nights, ending at midnight on August 
23d. This extraordinary privilege, granted for the second time 
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by our Holy Father to honor the Sacred Heart at this celebrated 
Shrine, gives eloquent proof of his great love for the Sacred 
Heart and his esteem for Father Mateo and the Work of the 
Enthronement. Priests from many countries will participate in 
this Triduum of Masses. 

Rev. Father Larkin invites all Enthronement families and 
Night Adorers, and in fact ALL Catholics, to unite themselves 
in spirit with these Holy Masses. To make this union real and 
fruitful, he suggests that a special half hour be chosen in which 
to unite one’s prayers, work, etc. with the Holy Mass being cele- 
brated at that time. This intention could be made several times 
in a day—the oftener the better. The most perfect union of 
course would be to assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy Com- 
munion. Wherever Perpetual Adoration is carried on, the 
adorers could offer their adoration in union with the Holy 
Masses at Paray, including in their prayers the special inten- 
tions of the Holy Father. The sick, shut-ins, etc. could make a 
wonderful contribution by uniting their prayers and sufferings 
with these Holy Masses. Since the feast of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary is embraced in this Triduum, it will be specially 
fitting to include the Heart of Mary in these devotions and to 
offer them through her Heart to the Heart of her Son. 

Our readers’ response to the Spiritual Bouquet for Father 
Mateo has been very generous, and we know that the many 
Holy Masses, Communions, Visits, Holy Hours, Rosaries, Sta- 
tions and other prayers offered will not only give joy and glory 
to the Sacred Heart and draw down a deluge of blessings upon 
Father Mateo and his Work, but will also obtain special bless- 
ings for themselves and for the whole Church. In Father 
Mateo’s name we thank all who have contributed, and would 
urge all who can possibly do so to unite in the celebrations on 
the 24th of August by assisting at Holy Mass and receiving 
Holy Communion in honor of the Sacred Heart, in thanksgiving 
for the countless blessings He has bestowed during the fifty 
years, for the intentions of our Holy Father, and also for Father 
Mateo and his intentions. 

May the fervent aspiration which has formed the battle-cry 
of this crusade, rise repeatedly from devoted hearts: SACRED 
HEART OF JESUS, THY KINGDOM COME! 
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Little Lovers’ League 


AST month, dear Little Lovers, we saw that July was full 
of interesting feasts, and now that August is here, we 
shall find it, too, has many wonderful festivals. One thing 
we notice particularly is that August seems to be the 

month of founders—the founders of Religious Orders. And 
since August belongs in a special way to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, because of her feast of the Assumption on the 15th, and 
her Immaculate Heart on the 22nd, it is fitting that most of 
these Religious Orders are noted for their devotion to her. 

The first of these “founding feasts” is that of August 2nd, 
the feast of St. ALPHONsus Licuor!, founder of the Redemp- 
torists, or the Society of the Holy Redeemer, whose members 
imitate Our Lord in announcing the good tidings of the Gospel, 
by teaching and preaching to the people. St. Alphonsus wrote 
so beautifully about Our Blessed Mother that after his death 
the Pope ordered that the fingers of his right hand be sent to 
Rome, so that he might honor the hand that had written so well 
about the Virgin Mary. 

On August 4th we have the feast of St. Dominic, the 
founder of the Dominicans, the great Order of Preachers. It was 
St. Dominic who spread the devotion of the Rosary and won so 
many to the Faith through this beautiful prayer. 

August 12th brings us the feast of St. CLARE or Assis1, the 
foundress of the Poor Clares, and the devoted co-worker of St. 
Francis. When St. Clare lay dying, she saw Our Lady coming 
to meet her with a choir of virgin-saints. All over the world to- 
day there are convents of Poor Clares, where the followers of 
St. Clare offer prayer and penance in order to win souls for Jesus 
and Mary. 

August 19th is the feast of St. JoHN EupsEs, who is re- 
garded as one of the founders of the Sisters of the Good Shep- 
herd. He was one of the first to promote devotion to the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary. 

St. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX claims August 20th as his feast, 
and the great Cistercian Order looks upon him as one of its 
founders. His devotion to the Mother of God is well known 
and he is thought to have written the favorite prayer of many, 
the Memorare. 

The next day, August 21st, brings us the feast of St. JANE 
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FRANCES DE CHANTAL, co-founder with St. Francis de Sales of 
the Visitation Order, named in honor of the second joyful mys- 
tery of the Rosary. And on the 28th of August, we have the 
feast of St. AUGUSTINE, founder of the Augustinian monks and 
nuns, whose writings have made him one of the great Doctors 
of the Church. 

So you see, dear Little Lovers, August is a good month to 
think about what you want to do with your life when you grow 
up. If God gives you the privilege of a vocation to the priest- 
hood or religious life, perhaps one of the great founders listed 
above will mean very much to you. Why not pray to them all 
now and ask them to help you find your vocation, whatever it 
may be? 

PRACTICE: Pray an Our Father and a Hail Mary daily for the 
grace to know what God wants you to do with your life. 


ASPIRATION: Mary, my Mother, lead me through your Heart to 
the Heart of Jesus. 








The Vision of Saint Dominic 


T WAS late at night and St. Dominic knelt alone in the 
beautiful Church of St. Sabina, the church of his new Order 

in Rome. He was praying fervently and saw nothing of his sur- 
roundings until a brilliant light, which seemed to come from the 
ceiling of the church, made him look up. Then he gasped in awe 
and trembled, for he saw heaven opened, and sitting on a majes- 
tic throne was Christ, the Son of God, the Lord of heaven and 
earth. At His right was the Blessed Virgin, whose sapphire- 
blue mantle reminded him of the summer skies. Not wanting 
to take his eyes from Them, Dominic was slow to look at the 
others in this heavenly scene. When he did gaze around, he 
beheld there in the presence of God and His holy Mother, priests 
and members of every Order; there were Benedictines, Cister- 
cians, Franciscans, followers of St. Augustine, and many, many 
others. Then a terrible thing became evident to the founder of 
the Dominicans. There were members of every Order in that 
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scene, except his own! He did not see a single Dominican! 
Weeping bitterly, he put his head in his hands, afraid to look 
any longer at Christ or Our Lady. But with a mother’s under- 
standing, Mary beckoned him to come closer. Poor Dominic 
could not understand why she was smiling. Then Christ also 
gave him a sign to draw nearer. Approaching Them, Dominic 
knelt at Christ’s feet, still weeping. “Why are you weeping?” 
Christ asked. ‘Because I see here saints of every Order except 
my own!” replied the saint. Then Christ smiled and turned to 
His Mother: “Show him, My Lady!” was all He said. Slowly 
the Blessed Virgin unfolded her mantle, spreading it out before 
Dominic’s eyes until it seemed to cover the heavens. And there, 
sheltered in Mary’s mantle, St. Dominic saw the entire legion 
of his spiritual sons and daughters. “In life and in death,” St. 
Dominic seemed to hear her say softly, filling him with great 
peace of heart and a still greater trust in Mary, the Mother of 
Confidence. 


Timely Tips for Teen-agers 


WHEN Prince Albert of Saxony left his father’s palace to 
pursue his studies at the University of Bonn, his father gave him 
three rules of conduct to assure the building of a sterling char- 
acter and to make him worthy one day of ruling his people. 
These three rules will serve equally well as guiding principles 
for all teen-agers, whatever their station in life. 

1. Be faithful and persevering, for one of youth’s worst 
enemies is fickleness, which will even tear from the heart the 
seeds of good resolutions. Only he who perseveres to the end 
will be saved. Be faithful and persevering in your faith, for it 
is the surest friend in life, the best comfort in suffering, the 
firmest bulwark in temptation, and a heavenly light in the night 
of death. 

2. Be faithful and persevering in your moral purity, for only 
the clean of heart shall see God. Moral purity is youth’s bright- 
est ornament; it preserves the strength and cheerful serenity of 
the soul. Moral purity is a princely jewel and influences sound 
morality in many circles and ways. 

3. Be faithful and persevering in your work; for only the 
industrious man can accomplish anything of importance and 
go to rest happily at night. Whatever you begin, carry it through 
to the finish, even at the cost of much labor and exertion. Never 
begin too much at once, but rather do well whatever you under- 
take. 
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the oteen 


*Neath St. Michael’s Shield — The warrior Archangel and powerful 
protector of the Church and her people. Whose prayers are more heeded 
than his? 

Our Heavenly Companions — We can’t see them or hear them, but 
they are closer to us than any of our friends. Their help is quick and sure. 
Know your best friend better—your powerful Guardian Angel! 


Go to Joseph — Do as the Saints themselves did—go to St. Joseph 
in need of any kind. This kindly interested Saint never fails those who call 
on him. Available also in German. 


St. Jude and St. Rita — The two helpers in need, the advocates of 
hopeless cases, the great Apostle, St. Jude and the wonder-working St. Rita. 


St. Benedict — Founder of the Benedictines, whose powerful Jubilee 
medal has been the instrument of innumerable favors. 


St. Anthony — Favorite of heaven and earth, St. Anthony continues 
to help and guide all his devoted clients. 


Good St. Anne -— Our heavenly Grandmother, St. Anne is indeed 
good to those who ask her help with confidence. 


In the Footsteps of St. Scholastica — This twin-sister of St. Bene- 
dict, who equalled him in love for God, has a way of obtaining heaven’s 
favors for those who appeal to her. 


St. Gertrude the Great — Another Benedictine Saint, one of the first 
to receive revelations from the Sacred Heart, to whom she was very close. 


St. Philomena, Pray for Us. —To Philomena nothing is refused, 
so say all her clients who have experienced her prompt and efficacious help. 


St. Therese of the Child Jesus — The Little Flower, whose way 
of spiritual childhood has guided thousands to the Heart of Christ. 
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Mary Booklets for the Month 
of the Assumption 


Devotion to Mary 

A devotion full of beauty and rich in grace—devotion to the 
Mother of God. Thoughts on the Immaculate Conception of the 
One who is the cause of all our joy. 


Under Mary’s Mantle 

What better place to be than under 
the protecting mantle of our Mother in 
Heaven from birth to death? In the care- 
free days of childhood, through the trials 
of life, in purgatory and beyond, Mary is 
ever our Mother. 





To Jesus through Mary 

Mary is the Gate of Heaven, the door 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Through 
her we may enter more surely and swiftly 
into the love of God. 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 

A comforting and powerful devotion 
to the Mother of Sorrows, a source of 
strength and consolation in the troubles 
we meet. Mary is a mother and knows 
how to encourage her children. 








The Rosary, My Treasure 

The Rosary is truly a treasure, a 
prayer for young and old, for the sorrow- 
ful and the joyful times of life, bringing 
peace, encouragement and grace to the 
one who prays it well. 


The Mysteries of Mary 

Know how to keep Mary’s feasts with 
real profit to yourself and honor to her. 
These considerations on sixteen of her 
principal feasts will help you. There is a 
prayer and a practice for each. 
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